Use of Neural Response Telemetry for Pediatric Cochlear Implants: Current Practice.
Evaluate usage trends of neural response telemetry (NRT) in cochlear implant centers across the nation and assess reported benefits of intraoperative NRT for pediatric cochlear implant recipients. Survey. All US cochlear implant centers (n = 110). A 15-question multiple-choice survey was distributed electronically to all centers. The survey captured demographic information of all centers, practice patterns surrounding the use of NRT, and the extent to which intraoperative NRT is of benefit. Thirty-two invited participants (29%) completed the survey. A majority of participants reported practicing in an academic center (66%), followed by a hospital setting (19%) and private practice (16%). Seventy-two percent of survey participants reported using NRT for pediatric cochlear implant recipients. Sixty-three percent felt it improved the ability to program at initial activation, and 50% of participants felt that NRT improves satisfaction at initial activation. This study suggests that a majority of surgeons use intraoperative NRT for pediatric cochlear implantation as an additional measure to ensure appropriate electrode placement and improve device activation. Larger studies are needed to better establish the relationship between intraoperative NRT and postoperative outcomes and justify the additional costs associated with intraoperative NRT.